
WR 123 – Four Summaries Assignment 

Basic Prompt 

To practice quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing, along with interpreting and documenting 

skills, you will prepare four summaries for four articles you plan to use for your research paper. 

Remember, you will have until the end of week 3 to change your topic, so this assignment does 

not lock you in to a specific topic. You may use an article from an academic journal, from 

Academic One File, or from the Internet, but choose an article at least five pages long. 

 

Key Elements 

Your summary needs to include:  

• Citation. Prepare a citation that follows MLA, APA, or CSE, following Bedford’s 

guidelines.  

• Summary. Write a 2-3 sentence summary of the entire article's thesis or main idea, in 

your own words. Use a lead-in (“According to Rhonda Garcia of the Center for the Study 

of Language at Penn State,”).  

• Quotations. Select two useful quotes from any section in the article. Use lead-ins and 

in-text citations as needed. (In-text citations show the page number of the quotation and 

the format for your in-text citation will vary, depending on whether you have chosen 

MLA, APA, or CSE. See Bedford Researcher for guidelines). 

• Paraphrases. Present two paraphrases of two different supporting ideas or facts from 

any section in the article, using lead-ins and in-text citations, and using your own words.  

Use lead-ins ('According to . . .' or 'As Jones, 1997, noted . . .') and in-text citations (what some 

writers call 'parenthetical' citations) to show the beginning and end of your paraphrase, summary 

or quotation – if the information is not generally known.  

• Interpretation: What are the implications of the ideas presented in this article? Here is 

where you decide what the information and ideas in this article mean. Discuss in a short 

paragraph. 

• Analysis: Is the author authoritative and credible and how do you know? Are the 

findings current? Are the ideas supported by evidence? Are there any weaknesses in this 

writer’s position, and, if so, what are they? Add a personal comment about your reaction 

to this article as well. 

 

NOTE: For MLA, in-text citations for quotations, and paraphrases that include specific 

information or statistics, need to include the author's last name and the page number, for example 

(Lester 238).  

 

Tips for Success  
When you compile sources from computer printouts (whether Internet, Academic OneFile, or 

CD ROM), the information is NOT given to you in proper bibliography format. Follow 

guidelines in the text or an online formatting program for the correct format for your source list. 

Decide on the format you will use for your research project and gather the information you need 

for each type of citation as you do your research. 


